Minutes 9/8/10

Present: Edlinger, French, Kocmur, Borden, Strona, Scherf, Fritschner, Kissling, Jones

Absent:  Moseley, Carter, Costarakis, Quillin, Shelley
Minutes: Approved as read.

Treasurer’s Report: Handed out via email. No questions.

Agenda:

More additions? Request for someone to take care of publicity releases.

Programs: 

Tiger Palafox will do the program on fall pruning this month. It was asked if the woman who is doing knife sharpening is getting enough business. Some people signed up to have their knives sharpened but did not bring them to do.

M. French will distribute a reminder regarding the knife sharpening the weekend before the next meeting.

B. Kocmur suggested that the subject line on reminder emails be changed, to get the attention of the readers. Kissling suggested that header should say MHGC. October: Bill Toone will speak on water issues. Fritschner suggested that raffle be done before the end of the speaker, and before questions. December 1 is party—no meeting in November. January will be Debra Baldwin. February will be Lynlee Austell on Sustainable Gardening.

Raffle: Quarterly raffle will take place this month. If members have anything to donate, it would be appreciated. Suggested that items be put into 1 or 2 gift baskets, so that there aren’t so many items, and numbers called.

Communications:

Edlinger commended for the job she’s doing. Mentioned a petition from Mission Hills Heritage to sign that advocates for low density in Mission Hills. Jones recommended that only information be given to members (regarding the petition), not that we as a group advocate for a position. Kocmur thinks that we should not bring it up at all at a meeting. It was finally suggested that we just have a table for community information, and any community group can put information there.

Motion by Jones that we establish a policy that community groups can put political information on the community table, but that the club must not advocate for any political position. Seconded by Strona. Passed unanimously.

Newsletter: Fritschner recommends it be printed in color, but distributed carefully. Suggested we put a basket out; ask for donation for a paper copy. Guests get a free newsletter. If a member wants a newsletter, they need to pay for it.  Suggested a newsletter buddy system where if someone wants a printed copy, a buddy will print it off for you.  We will not have the newsletter at the nursery. We will bring choices up to the members at the next meeting. 50 will be printed for this quarter. Edlinger moved to print 50, Scherf seconded. Motion passed unanimously.

Community Projects: 

Projects is working on 3 ideas, and will have a full report next month. They are considering how to ask for donations for projects. Suggesting different ways to do this. 
Garden Walk:
Have a neighborhood and 5 committed houses. 

Membership:
4 new members in Sept., total of 211. Need 2 people to be at the membership table next month. Taking money, welcoming people. Suggested that Strona ask 2 other people to work the table next month.

Directory:

There is someone to do the directory. Discussion regarding format, content in directory. Questions regarding birthdays, areas of expertise, areas to volunteer. The group thought that these things really weren’t read and didn’t belong in the directory. It was decided to delete these items in the directory, but list Master Gardeners with an asterisk.

Special Events:

Costarakis asked that she send out her own emails to the club regarding special events, and everyone agreed.

Old Business:
None

New Business:

Discussion of having an emeritus membership. Motion by Borden to appoint a special committee (Vision Committee) and to appoint Dick Disraeli as chair of the committee to explore new opportunites for service and to increase membership. Seconded by Kocmur. Unanimously passed.

Fritschner brought up her absences. Hopes that board will mention if her absences are a problem. 

Next meeting:

October 13th 5:30 at Debbie Quillin’s.

